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SLLC Agreement
Extension

CONGRETATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 21st

Election of New Council Members: This year will be pivotal toward the
movement and future of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. Our leadership will be
essential in discerning God’s plan and leading not only in the decisions but the
implementation. The Nominating Committee will be prayerfully putting a slate of
candidates to present to the congregation. This will be a prayerful process that
takes into consideration nominations made by the congregation and making
sure that the council remains representative and spiritually strong. Please pray
for this process and if asked to serve, please consider carefully God’s
call.
 
Approval of Financial Plan for 2024: The Administrative Support Team along
with Kathy West are working on developing a Financial Plan for the coming
year to present to the council and then to the congregation at our annual
meeting. More information will be coming soon.
 
Update on Plans to Move Forward: After a lot of prayer and listening, there
are some opportunities developing that have the potential to provide enough
income to remove the cost burden of the facility from the congregation and
provide management to schedule its use. Whatever form this takes, it will
require the congregation to reduce its footprint and move toward the front of
the facility. Plans and costs are beginning to be developed to make this move.
Once a full plan is developed with time line, this will be presented to the
congregation for approval and support before moving forward.

CONGREGATION &
WORSHIP LIFE
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Watch us on YouTube

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - January 7th at 10:00am
(Sanctuary)

Kid's Worship
Worksheet

SECOND SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY - January 14th at 10:00am
(Sanctuary)

Kid's Worship
Worksheet

THIRD SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY - January 21st at 10:00am
(Sanctuary)

with Noisy Offering Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF)

Kid's Worship
Worksheet

FOURTH SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY - January 28th at 10:00am
(Sanctuary)

Kid's Worship
Worksheet

WORSHIP NOTES
Epiphany 2024

Love Builds Up

Overall Theme: The word Epiphany means manifestation or appearance. We
have just celebrated Christmas and proclaimed that the light has come into the
darkness and the darkness can’t overcome it. That light is the light of the
world. In the fall, we identified the mission of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church is “To
share God’s love.” How will that manifest or appear in this world at this time?
How will we manifest or share the love of God? During this season we will
have two gatherings during Fellowship Time after worship where we will work
together to develop a “Rule of Love” to guide us. This rule will make the
discipline of behavioral love a regular in the life of this community. In 1st
Corinthians 8, Paul says that “Love builds up.” We are going to be mining the
lectionary texts for how we are to “Share God’s Love through welcoming,

https://www.youtube.com/@st.lukeselcacharlotte2765/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/2236f494801/c35c84fe-2ca9-4384-b19b-dd0d554371a6.pdf?rdr=true
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encouraging and serving.” We will see how this love builds up the body of
Christ and makes that love known.

January 7th

“Let There Be”

Share God’s Love

Main Text: Genesis 1:1-5
(Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11)

January 14th

“Come and See”

Welcoming

Main Text: John 1:43-51
(1 Samuel 3:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20)

January 21st

“Proclaiming the Good News”

Congregational Meeting and Encouraging

Main Text: Mark 1:14-20
(Jonah 3:1-5; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31)

January 28th

“A New Teaching With Authority”

Rule of Love Part 1 

Main Text: Mark 1:21-28
(Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13)

COPELAND'S CORNER
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you notI am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers inperceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in

the desert. (Isaiah 43:19)the desert. (Isaiah 43:19)
  



God Is Doing a New Thing: Some can think that God’s greatest works are
in the past. We need to consider carefully, however, if God’s best work is in the
past or is it now. It all depends on how we look at our past, present, and future.
If we start with our past, then the best days are truly behind us. We can look at
our resources and know that we no longer have what we had, so there is no
way to restore what was. This means, based on who we are, our best days are
behind us. What if, however, it is not based on who we are? What if the same
God who built what was, has an even better future planned? What if we begin
with the same God who built our past in our present, and then look to the
future. Can you perceive it? God is about to do a new thing.
 
Making a Way in the Wilderness and Rivers: Making a Way in the Wilderness and Rivers: God is not leading us
back to a bygone day. God is leading us into something new. Even now it is
springing up if we look carefully. God is opening possibilities even as others
seem to be closing. God is making a way through the wilderness and across
the barriers. Rather than looking at the future based on who we were, what if
we viewed it based upon who God is and was, to and with us, throughout this
journey? When we do, we will perceive not only this new thing that is springing
forth but also the way God is making for us in the wilderness we are traveling
through now. We will perceive not only what is on the other side of the river,
but how we can find our way across it.
 
Do You Not Perceive It? Do You Not Perceive It? Over this past year we have been listening for a
path forward. Originally, the plans appeared to be selling all or part of the
facility. As we listened further there were other paths that presented
themselves. We discovered many not for profits in need of reasonable space
and explored those options. This led to other conversations regarding the
possibility of building a not for profit to manage the facility for not for profits and
community events and needs. This led us to working with a student group on a
feasibility study. Then a new path was presented that has the potential to take
the cost of the facility off the congregation budget and provide management to
create even more activity and income and make sure it all works together. This
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
 
Now Is The Time to Move Onto this Path: Now Is The Time to Move Onto this Path: It is now time for the
congregation to decide. It is time for the congregation to perceive the path and
step out in faith. Get ready people of God because God is about do a new
thing!
 

Let us pray…God of new things, we perceive you making a new path in
what has been a wilderness wandering for this community of faith. Lead
us into this new year with faith that you have made a way and courage to

venture forth. In Jesus name we pray. Amen!

EPIPHANY 2024
RULE OF LOVE DEVELOPMENT

The Mission of St. Luke’s Lutheran is to Share God’s Love:  For us to
share God’s love, we need to make sure that God’s Love is practiced in and
through the life of this congregation. We do not live in a world that values God’s



love in practice. God’s love is quickly pushed to the background in the name of
expediency and power. We, however, believe that love became incarnate in
Jesus Christ and now we are called to incarnate that love in our lives and
relationships as well.
 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Rule of Love Development: A regular part of our
confession of Sin involves confessing that “we have sinned in thought word
and deed by what we have done and what we have left undone. We have not
loved God with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.” It is one thing to confess our sins, but to truly change we must have
a vision for what the opposite of sin ought to look like. If we have failed to love
as God intended, then we need to set before us a goal of what that needs to
look like and then hold it as the standard. During the Epiphany Season we will
be exploring our mission of Sharing God’s Love and developing a Reverse
Confession of Sin known as a “Rule of Love.
 
“What is Love” Sunday, January 28th Fellowship Time: Following our
worship service, we will be gathering in the Parish Hall for a special opportunity
to discuss God’s love and develop a statement of what love should look like in
our individual lives in thought, word and deed.
 
“How Will We Love” Sunday, February 4th Fellowship Time: We will
continue our exploration of God’s love by focusing on the “how” of love. We will
develop a statement together on how we will love as a community of faith and
how we will address unloving or disrespectful behavior. 

NOISY OFFERING
In December we collected for:

This month we will be collecting for:



Rachel Berry was diagnosed with T1D on December 21, 2011; the day she
started her Christmas break in the 7th grade. For several months leading up to
that, she had lost around 20 pounds. Mom and dad attributed that weight loss
to her playing tennis on the tennis team at school. She would also wake up
several times each night to drink water and go to the bathroom. Since her
diagnosis, she has endured over 10,000 injections of insulin and over 25,000
finger sticks to check her blood sugar. JDRF supported Rachel the day she
was diagnosed with diabetes. A representative met Rachel within her first
hours in the hospital. JDRF has helped Rachel by developing new technologies
that allow her to better manage her blood sugar. The Berry family continues to
support JDRF in hopes that someday soon, a cure will be found.

Type 1 diabetes (T1D) is an autoimmune disease that occurs when a person’s
pancreas stops producing insulin, the hormone that allows the body to get
energy from food and controls blood-sugar levels. T1D develops when the
insulin-producing pancreatic beta cells are mistakenly destroyed by the body’s
immune system. The cause of this attack is still being researched; however,
scientists believe the cause may have genetic and environmental
components. Onset has nothing to do with diet or lifestyle. There is nothing
anyone can do to prevent T1D and presently, there is no known cure.

JDRF is driving research forward in two core areas: Cures and Improving Lives
of people burdened by T1D. From funding innovative research to advocating
for government action to providing a support structure for our community, no
other organization does more to fight T1D than JDRF. The Improving Lives
Program is developing drugs, devices, behavioral health interventions, and
their combinations, to improve outcomes and quality of life for people with T1D.

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF)
Website

FLOWER CHART IN THE NARTHEX
If you would like to beautify our church sanctuary, honor someone, or
commemorate a special day, please add your name to the chart! 

We are now using Starclaire House of Flowers. They can be contacted at
704-553-2435. Payment is by credit card or check in advance to the florist.

Remember to tell the florist the date you are giving.

Call Ami-Luise at the church office at 704-523-7981 or email
office@stlukeselca.org with the information you would like put in the bulletins
by Wednesday morning of the week you are giving.

If you have any questions, call Pam Moser at 704-552-0996. Thanks! 

https://www.jdrf.org/
mailto:office@stlukeselca.org


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Did we miss your birthday? 

Email us
or

call us at
704-523-7981

so we can update our Birthday List.

Email the
office

1     Griffin Conner    
5     Olson Lorimer
6     Dawn Huntley    
6     DeeAnne Marlow
6     Marty Schmidt
6     Michael Vucovich
9     Mills Flack       
11   Wade Pushman-Aldred  
13   Annie Lemons    
15 Mary Fish
18   Michele Sullivan
20   Rob Smith
20 Gus Chien
21 Barry Jones
21   Paul Sullivan
24   Karen Campagna
24   Carrie Graves
24 Harrison Mueller
27   Karen Berry
27   Judy Hall

mailto:office@stlukeselca.org


29   Mark Sidlovsky
30   Jim Lachacz
31 Lily Burchins

LOVE OFFERING THANK YOU
Thank you for the love and support to those who gifted us this year.

BE THE LIGHT CAMPAIGN FINAL TOTAL
Together, Let us Be the Light in this world!

We donated a total is $10,851!

The Be The Light campaign is our commitment at Lutheran Services Carolinas
to being a part of the solution to the challenges that prevent some of our North

Carolina neighbors from living full and abundant lives.

Katharina Circle 

The Katharina Circle members please reach out to your circle members. 

Anna Vee Circle

The Anna Vee Circle will be meeting in the conference room
at 12:00pm on January 2nd.

Lutheran Men In Mission (LMIM)

If you need minor repairs, changing out smoke detectors, and batteries please
contact the church office and we will get you in touch with Tom Frick.

The LMIM gents want you to know they are available for
odd jobs with their "Congregation/Community Help Program". 

ST. LUKE'S HAPPENINGS!

CHANGE IN CHURCH
MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE

This year, we began moving away from Relm Church Management System in
favor of one that was much cheaper and useful for the current needs of the
congregation. In the summer, we moved from Relm to Breeze. We continued



to use Relm for the financial management while we made plans to move to
QuickBooks by the end of the year. Unfortunately, we found that QuickBooks
was not working for what we needed. After much research and conversation,
we are switching to a new management system that we believe will work best
not only for the financial management but also the membership and activity
membership.
 
Aplos Church Software: Our new software will include the following:
 

Fund Accounting Church Management: The council has approved a
new fund accounting approach with a new chart of accounts. This will
provide much clearer reports and tracking of special funds and accounts.

Membership Tracking and Volunteer Management: This program will
integrate both the financial and membership tracking and management. It
will allow online access for members to update information and check
accuracy.

Online Giving: This will be rolled out once all the records have been
moved. It will allow seamless online giving to the congregation and any
special giving directly credited to the donor.

 
Watch for more coming soon and instructions on how you can update and
monitor your records.

ROOM IN THE INN 2023-2024
We have been part of this vital program for the homeless in our
community since it began in 1996, and it is at the very heart of St. Luke’s
outreach ministry. Phil and Diana Brooks will be coordinating the program, but
all of St. Luke’s members are encouraged to become involved.

St. Luke’s will host eight guests once a month through March. 

Our Sunday night dates will be: 
January 21st, February18th, and March 10th.

How can you help? 
We need volunteers to provide bagged lunches for our guests, and many other
items to supplement the meals.  Most of all, we will need 2 volunteers each
date to stay overnight and get our guests off Monday morning. This is
always our greatest need. It can be a couple, two men, or two women.

Please prayerfully consider giving your time for this vital role. There are plenty
of opportunities that will be shared on a Sign Up Genius next week. Be a part
of this special way to follow St. Luke’s mission statement and share God’s love.

FROM TOM AINSWORTH
Well I hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas and New Year’s



Holiday (and saw the 1951 version of “A Christmas Carol” with Alastair Sim –
the best one) and that you are now ready for the start of a new year. As much
as last year was tumultuous, I expect this one to be just as tempestuous
(Turbulent? Volatile? In turmoil? Pick your adjective) with the added bonus of a
Presidential election looming later on with its own package of drama
included. But now is not the time to speak of economic, social or political
rancor, but rather of transitions. It hardly seems fair that we end each year with
a joyful, relaxing and supposedly peaceful Holiday season, only to hit the
ground running just a few days later into a brand new whirlwind of deadlines,
duties and demands. Can’t the transition into 2024 from 2023 be a little less
rushed, last just a little longer, and be taken a little bit more slowly? I mean
Christmas and New Year’s come and go so quickly as it is that we hardly have
time to savor them at all – here one day and gone the next. I think that the
whole month of January ought to be one long month of easing into the new
year. Extend the Twelve Days of Christmas to the Thirty Days of Christmas
(but not the Christmas song as well – it’s annoying enough and we’d really be
stretching it to come up with thirty entities doing thirty types of anything) in
order to give us extra time to adjust to inheriting a whole new set of
burdensome, annual responsibilities*.   Age also seems to play a part in this
since it seems to me that the older I get the aforesaid feeling that the holidays
come and go more quickly, and always end too soon to be relaxing enough,
gets stronger. Sadly, also the older I get it seems no one takes to heart many
of my ideas very much anymore which is why I am not expecting any of these
suggestions will be taken seriously let alone put into action by the powers that
be, although they should. Hmmm, maybe I’ll run for President on that ticket –
“MAGI” or “Make Advent Go-on Indefinitely” and have Epiphany sometime
around January 28th! No? Oh well, back to the grind. Christmas and New
Year’s were fine while they didn’t last.

*This rule should NOT apply to Congress – those overpaid slackards have
enough time off as it is.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 355
Scout Troop workday on Saturday December 9th. We had 41.5 work hours
from scouts and parents of Troop 355. We picked up all the leaves around the
church and deposited them into the woods on the church property.





REINDEER BRIGADE
The St. Luke's Reindeer Brigade received a blessing during this Christmas
season by visiting, making phone calls, and/or sending special cards to our
homebound members. We especially want to thank Erin Pushman-Adlred for
organizing (and allowing us to join in) the children's activity to make tea light
candle holders to share with the homebound members we visited. 
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES



LOAVES AND FISHES
You are a true hunger hero!

Last month we donated of 238 lbs. of food to Loaves & Fishes/Friendship
Trays helps provide groceries and meals to our neighbors in need.

We truly appreciate your kindness and generosity. 
We are so grateful for your support making it possible to nourish our neighbors
with food and compassion. 
Sincerely,
Lindsey Houser
Community Engagement Coordinator

We are continuing to collect items to our neighbors in need.
You can bring items on Sunday or during office hours.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF COFFEE
Lutheran World Relief Farmers Market now offers chocolate in addition to
coffee!

Mountain Harvest works with roughly 850 farmers in eight communities on
Mount Elgon, Uganda with each farm growing between 600 and 1,000 coffee
trees. We pay farmers up to 30% above local market prices allowing them to
better provide for their families, invest in their crops and land, and ultimately,
drive the local economy to benefit their community.

Latitude Craft Chocolate signs long term contracts with their suppliers to grow
organic cocoa, promote biodiversity and ensure fair labor practices on all the



farms. Over half of their contracted farmers are women. Latitude pays on
average 50% higher than prices in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire, the world’s
leading cocoa producing countries.

LWR Farmer's Market
Coffee

Assist M.E. is a non-profit [501c(3)] organization in the Charlotte, North
Carolina area. We take in gently used medical equipment and gift it to low-
income, uninsured patients in our community. Assist M.E. gets wheelchairs,
bedside commodes, walkers, shower chairs, and other medical equipment
from individual donors and organizations. 

If you have any unused, or gently used medical equipment to donate, simply
call our church office 9-12:30pm M-F to make arrangements to drop your
equipment off so that it may be reused by someone in need.

Visit Assist M.E.
website

FAMILIES IN CRISIS NEED YOUR HELP
Your love will reach your neighbors who feel so alone as they continue to fight
for their lives. 

You’ll provide frightened, cold and hungry children, mothers and seniors with: 

Shelter from the deadly cold with beds, pillows and heaters.
Warm meals and clean water.
Mobile medical clinics that provide health care, critically needed medical

https://lwr.org/coffee
https://www.assistmenc.com/


supplies and mental health support for PTSD and trauma.
Essential supplies, like soap and toilet paper.
Comforting quilts made by members of our caring Lutheran family.
Love, support — and most importantly — hope for a brighter tomorrow.

Click on the button below and connect to the website enabling you to
contribute directly and your offering will flow swiftly to where it needs to go.

Lutheran World Relief
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